
OSAWATOMIE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  March 13, 2008 

 Osawatomie, Kansas.  April 10, 2008.  The Council meeting was held in Memorial Hall.  
Mayor Dudley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Council members present were Hunter, 
LaDuex, Maichel, McGee, and Walmann.  Absent were Dalton and Klein.  Also present were 
City Manager Glendening, City Attorney Wetzler, and City Clerk Elmquist.  Visitors were         
Vivien Hunter, Ruby Law, Greg Crouch, Tom & Linda Chancellor, Grady & Cinda Atwater, 
Webster Hawkins, and Dustin Kass. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA.  Approval of the Minutes of March 13 and March 27 Meetings, 
approval of April 10 Agenda, and approval of Appropriation Ordinances 08-05 & 08-06, and 
approval of CDBG #06-PF-536 Pay Request No. 23.  Motion made by Hunter, seconded by 
LaDuex to approve April 10 Agenda as amended, Appropriation Ordinances 08-05 & 08-06 and 
approve CDBG #06-PF-536 Pay Request No. 23.  Yeas:  All.  

 
 Approval of the Minutes of March 13 and March 27 Meetings.  Motion made by 
LaDuex, seconded by Hunter to approve minutes as amended.  Yeas:  All.  
 

Public Participation; Presentations:  
 
Greg Crouch, 37570 Plum Creek Road, said last month at the Council meeting there were 

some things said and wanted an explanation how it works.  The City Manager said for the 
parking lot at Country Vintage Inn, the three choices were:  pave it, go to the Planning 
Commission and have it phased in, or get out of the Neighborhood Revitalization Program.  City 
Manager Glendening said the violation goes away because when the property was enrolled, the 
documents that were signed by the owners said they agreed to abide by all the City’s zoning 
regulations and other municipal codes.    If they ask to be out of the program, then it reverts back 
to the non-conforming sections of the zoning regulations.  Crouch said since there are no 
customers, they are not in violation any more.  City Manager Glendening said the property was 
still in the Neighborhood Revitalization Program so the property must conform to all the zoning 
regulations. 

 
Public Hearings:   None  
 
Unfinished Business:   
 
APPROVE REAL ESTATE SALES CONTRACT FOR ETI (35790 PLUM CREEK 

ROAD).  The contract states a 6% commission with the property to be listed at $250,000.  City 
Manager Glendening and City Attorney Wetzler contacted the State.  KDOC will have to 
approve any purchase.  Motion made by Hunter, seconded by LaDuex to approve the Real Estate 
Sales Contract for ETI.  Yeas:  All. 

 
APPROVE DOCUMENTS TO FINALIZE JOINING KMIT.  Motion made by Hunter, 

seconded by LaDuex to approve Resolution No. 596.  Yeas:  All. 
 
APPROVE CHANGE ORDER NO. 3 FOR SEWER IMPROVEMENT GRANT.                       

The change order creates an increase of $61,657.27.  Motion made by Maichel, seconded by 
LaDuex to approve Change Order No. 3 for Sewer Improvement Project.  Yeas:  All.       
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APPROVE INVOICES FOR SEWER IMPROVEMENT GRANT.  Motion made by 

Hunter, seconded by Maichel to approve Request #23.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 New Business: 
 

ELECTION RESULTS – ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE.  City Clerk Elmquist 
reported the certified election results and administered the oath of office to LaDuex, Kaempfe, 
and Maichel.  (Troy Dalton was sworn in by City Clerk Elmquist a few minutes before the April 
24 meeting) 

 
Troy Dalton   Council Ward I   37 votes 

 Cheryl Miller   Council Ward I   13 votes 
 Brent Kaempfe  Council Ward II   41 votes 
 Michael Firley   Council Ward III   60 votes 
 Karen LaDuex   Council Ward III   93 votes 
 Tamara Michael  Council Ward IV   43 votes 
 Michael J. Pearce, Sr.  Council Ward IV   24 votes   
 

ELECT COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT.  Dudley opened 
nominations for Council President.  Maichel nominated Hunter.  No other nominations.  
Nominations ceased.  Motion made by Maichel, seconded by Walmann for Ted Hunter as 
Council President.  Yeas:  All.  Mayor Dudley opened nominations for Council Vice-President.  
Maichel nominated LaDuex.  No other nominations.  Nominations ceased.  Motion made by 
Maichel, seconded by Walmann for Karen LaDuex as Council Vice-President.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 APPROVE OFFICIAL CITY NEWSPAPER.  Motion made by Maichel, seconded by 
Walmann to approve the Osawatomie Graphic as the official City newspaper.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 APPROVE OFFICIAL CITY DEPOSITORIES.  Motion made by Maichel, seconded by 
Walmann to approve First Option Bank, Landmark National Bank, and TeamBank as official 
City depositories.  Yeas:  All. 
 

PROCLAMATION – ARBOR DAY.  Proclamation was to declare April 26 as Arbor 
Day to urge all citizens to celebrate and to support efforts to protect the City’s trees and 
woodlands.  Motion made by LaDuex, seconded by Walmann to approve the proclamation.  
Yeas:  All.  

 
PROCLAMATION – FAIR HOUSING MONTH.  Proclamation was to promote fair 

housing practices throughout the City.  Motion made by Hunter, seconded by LaDuex to approve 
the proclamation.  Yeas:  All.  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
 KMEA Board of Directors Director #2 – Karen LaDuex 
   
 Tourism Committee Steve Clark 
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LIAISONS:  
Economic Development   Ted Hunter & Karen LaDuex 
Library Board    Karen LaDuex 
Planning Commission   Jeff Walmann 
Public Safety Advisory Board  Troy Dalton 

 Recreation Commission   Brent Kaempfe 
 Tourism Committee   Ted Hunter 
 Chamber of Commerce   Tamara Michael 
 
Motion made by Hunter, seconded by LaDuex to approve the appointments.  Yeas:  All. 
  

Council Members’ Concerns/Issues:  
  
 McGee:  Disappointed that most people, at least from what she is hearing, are upset with 
what happened with the hotel and how that the City did things.  The response is that the City 
made them close.  Whatever the Council can do to make more appearance and more open in 
communication to the community that the City did not make anyone close a business.  The City 
doesn’t want anyone to close a business and if there were options that would be good as the City 
is going forward with things.  It’s hard as a community and everyone is trying to help each other 
as the City is going forward.  Difficult when that type of misconception gets out there 
 
 Kaempfe:  Had several in his ward say they were glad that the City took a stand on 
something like this, especially when people don’t have a vested interest in town.  But they still 
go around the community, especially the business community, and bash the Council and the City 
Manager.  The citizens wanted him to let the City Manager know they appreciate that they have 
someone who has a backbone and sticks up for the city has a whole.  The citizens also 
understood that the people that were involved would spin it to make it look bad on the City no 
matter what happened. 
 
 Hunter:  This past year has been a good year; an exciting year, a year of trauma, year of 
hope, year of growth, year of problems.  Next year will also be a good year, maybe without the 
some of the trauma.  Good things just over the horizon so keep a positive outlook.  From the 
Economic Development Committee he said hang on for an exciting ride.  Tourism Committee 
will be sponsoring Railroad Day April 19 with a variety of events planned.  The commemorative 
coins and lapel pins sales are going very well at the cabin and at the museum.  For those not 
wanting to grow and prosper, said get out of the way. 
 
 LaDuex:  Thanked the voters of her ward for their continued support and confidence.  
Looking forward to her second term.  Agreed that this next year was going to be an exciting one.  
The Neighborhood Advisory Improvement Committee will be at the next meeting to make their 
report.  The Library Board as well is moving on some issues.   
 
 Maichel:  Thanked her ward for their vote and continued support.  She also received a lot 
of concerns.  Thinks that people sometimes don’t understand what it is that the Council does.  
There have been several comments that the Council rubber stamps everything that comes before 
them.  They see what happens at the Council meeting but don’t have any idea the amount of 
research done prior to the meeting to be prepared.  Heard some rumors in regard to the drugs in 
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the community.  Wants the people to understand the Council has heard them.  She is definitely 
going to be asking a lot of questions and demanding a lot of answers to why the city has the 
amount of drugs there is.  Heard the rumors about the hotel and that was very unfortunate.  
Tempers got a little hot, had a I’ll show you attitude, and they just closed down.  Everybody is 
going to be treated the same. 
 
 Mayor’s Report: 
 
 Congratulated and thanked those for the Council positions that ran for re-election.   It 
takes a thick skin.  Appreciated the Council and City staff moving forward in a positive way.  
The City deals in facts and deals in actions.  Has looked at the history of some of those that have 
created issues in the community and is disappointed.  Doesn’t have a dislike for those people but 
dislikes their behavior and wished they would change. 
 
 There was an unfortunate accident a few evenings ago with a shooting in town.  Thoughts 
go out to families involved. 
 
 The Arbor Day celebration is April 26.  Invited everyone to wear their work clothes, 
bring their shovels to come and help. 
 
 Believes the City is moving in the right direction and that the voters have spoken.  It was 
a vote of confidence for the Council.  Use facts and watch actions. 
 
  City Manager’s Report:        
 
 John Brown Park.  City crews pulled out a lot of old park equipment in the back area.  
Had talked to Cabin Curator Grady Atwater about cleaning up that area and restoring it to as 
much of an original condition because it is an historic site. 
 
 Senior Apartments.  The Planning Commission unanimously voted to rezone for the 
development of the apartments. 
 
 Annexation.  April 24 is the hearing. 
 
 May Day Gala.  It will be held May 2 at the Grand Loft, 7:00–10:00 p.m.  It is a 
fundraiser for the YMCA. 
 
 Levee Update.  Will be starting soon. 
 
  Street Project.  Have contract documents to be signed.  April 21 is the start day. 
 
 McGee said she was concerned about the levee work.  City Manager Glendening said that 
last year there was 21” of rain within two weeks.  Levee has to be taken down so can increase 
height to standards. 
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 Northland.  Hard to read items on the internet.  One person’s opinion makes him want to 
work that much harder and looking forward to good things.  Has met with interested individuals 
several times.  If TIF, Transportation Development District or special assessments are 
recommended, it will be brought to the Council.  Kaempfe would like the City Manager to get 
information to the Council in the next few weeks about TIF, TDD, etc. 
 
 Maichel said the Council was to receive a report on Bruno, the City’s dual purpose dog.  
Would like to have him and the canine officer attend a meeting. 
 
 Webster Hawkins said he has been covering Governing Body meetings since the day of 
the three man commission in 1959.  Detect tonight some Council members getting a little tired of 
being criticized after they have done a lot of work.  This is not unusual.  His impression is this is 
the best Council he has ever seen – in education, in purpose, and sticking to what is right.  This 
Council probably has made more tough decisions than any Council.    In the old days it was 
accepted that Councils and Commissions passed a lot of ordinances and then forgot about them.  
Detects that with this Council, the administration, and City employees the City is being run the 
most economically and efficient in its history.  Council is doing some great things and doing 
things that should have be handled a long time ago.  The Council has to fight through it. 
 
 Walmann thanked the Mayor and the City Manager for the good job.  Maichel also 
thanked the City Attorney. 
 

Motion made by Hunter, seconded by Walmann to adjourn.  Yeas:  All.       
 

 
     __________________________________ 

       Ann Elmquist, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

Osawatomie, Kansas.  April 24, 2008.  The Council meeting was held in Memorial Hall.  
Mayor Dudley called the public hearing to order at 7:00 p.m.   Council members present were 
Dalton, Hunter, Kaempfe, Klein, LaDuex, Maichel, McGee, and Walmann.  Also present were 
City Manager Glendening, City Attorney Wetzler and City Clerk Elmquist.  Visitors were Ruby 
Law, Robert Kerr, Shirley McCoach, Rex Ross, Bob & Gert Vess, David Stocksen, Leah Smith, 
John & Harriett Shaw, Gale Price, Virginia & Stanton Adams, Jodi Vopata, Jim & Marva Katzer, 
Terry Upshaw, Doug Walker, Jim Orr, Tammy Roseberry, Web Hawkins, George Pretz, Steve 
Grimes, Adam & Patricia Schack, Mark Goddard, David & Carol Willey, David Gatlin, Mary 
Browning, Dustin Kass and others.   

 
PUBLIC HEARING – ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY NEAR THE OSAWATOMIE 

STATE HOSPITAL.  Mayor Dudley opened the hearing for comments on the annexation.  
Comments from the public: 

 

- 455 - 



OSAWATOMIE CITY COUNCIL MINUTES  March 13, 2008 

Jim Orr said he was a lawyer representing the Northland Coalition, a group of property 
owners in the area under consideration for annexation.  He presented a letter to the Governing 
Body.  Asked the Council to deny this annexation at this time and enter into a dialogue between 
the City and citizens in the area to establish reasonable timing and criteria for annexation.  With 
the City working to recodify its municipal code, it may create a number of unintended conflicts 
for these property owners.  The issues are:  1) the price of gas skyrocketing, 2) no hard costs, 
need cost benefit analysis, and 3) non-economic costs, when owners forced instead of welcoming 
and working with them.  This annexation would not affect the development of the Northland. 

 
Virginia Adams, 29880 W. 341st Terrace, presented a letter to the Council.  She is against 

the proposed annexation.  It will elevate the property taxes.  The cost for sewer lines was 
estimated at $500,000 with a benefit district having to be formed.  Asked the Council to wait on 
the annexation until the Northland development proves actual growth in that area. 

 
Gert Vess, 34180 High Drive, said she was born, raised and still lives there.  She is 81 

years old.  Didn’t even have utilities at one time.  Has lived up there and will probably die there. 
 

There was a break in the hearing to call the Council meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  
 
 

__________________________________ 
      Ann Elmquist, City Clerk 

 
 
 

Osawatomie, Kansas.  April 24, 2008.  The Council meeting was held in Memorial Hall.  
Mayor Dudley called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.   Council members present were Dalton, 
Hunter, Kaempfe, Klein, LaDuex, Maichel, McGee and Walmann.  Also present were City 
Manager Glendening City Attorney Wetzler and City Clerk Elmquist.  Visitors were Ruby Law, 
Robert Kerr, Shirley McCoach, Rex Ross, Bob & Gert Vess, David Stocksen, Leah Smith, John 
& Harriett Shaw, Gale Price, Virginia & Stanton Adams, Jodi Vopata, Jim & Marva Katzer, 
Terry Upshaw, Doug Walker, Jim Orr, Tammy Roseberry, Web Hawkins, George Pretz, Steve 
Grimes, Adam & Patricia Schack, Mark Goddard, David & Carol Willey, David Gatlin, Mary 
Browning, Willard Michael, Dustin Kass and others.                      

 
Public Hearing was resumed. 
 
Stanton Adams, 29880 W. 341st Terrace, said he has been there 61 years.  Felt there 

should have been some type of dialogue.  Older people can’t afford sewer benefit district.  Asked 
Council to reconsider and have some dialogue with the owners.  

 
Mark Goddard, 110 O’Neal, said the City was not considering the property owners 

interest, just the City’s interest.  He is in a different situation.  He owns 23 acres, 9 north of the 
levee.  Receives City utilities already.  Talked about imminent domain and compensation. 
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John Shaw, 30070 W. 341st Terrace, said he was opposed to the annexation.  Bought and 
planned on this home being their last one.  Could understand if town was showing growth.  Can 
only see benefit to City.  He doesn’t want to be part of the City. 

 
Jim Katzer, 34225 High Drive, purchased his property three years ago.  If he had had any 

idea would be annexed wouldn’t have purchased Flood plain 32 acres…   Made an offer that 
Councilmembers buy the homes and they could gain the benefits.  Don’t feel welcome.  Why 
didn’t someone come door to door and ask if they wanted to be annexed.  If getting sewer would 
cost him, it is not a benefit.   
 

David Stocksen, 30145 W. 341st Street, has lived there 48 years.  If City wants to write 
check tonight, he’d be fine with that.  Doesn’t think fair; people can’t afford it. 

 
Rex Ross, 34165 High Drive, has lived there 13 years.  Wanted to know what the City 

was going to do for them.  Asked what the development was going to be and would the codes 
change. 

 
Leah Smith, 29915 W. 341st Street, has lived there since 1947.  Wouldn’t vote for sewer.  

It would cost for the sewer.  The benefits being offered they already have.  Her taxes would 
increase. 

 
There being no further comments Mayor Dudley closed the hearing at 7:53 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA.  Added the Neighborhood Improvement Advisory 

Committee presentation and seeking feedback.  Motion made by Hunter, seconded by LaDuex to 
approve the agenda as amended.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 ORDINANCE APPROVING ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY NEAR THE 
OSAWATOMIE STATE HOSPITAL.  Kaempfe asked the owners that if the City began 
dialogue now, how many would be in favor if there was new development in the Northland.  Is it 
now or never.  Leah Smith asked the City to wait until the economy got better so if they wanted 
to sell, it would be better.  City Manager Glendening said at this time with sewer there is Senate 
Bill 417 making available $4 million to cities in the flood.  Regarding the initial letter he sent, 
apologized for misinterpretation.  Mark Goddard asked why the City wanted to do this.  Is there 
some incentive.  Said criteria needed to be laid out with benchmarks.  The Governing Body said 
a meeting would be set up with owners, public forum.  Maichel said that everyone is emotional 
and understands but asked them to keep an open mind.  Walmann said that someone said the 
Council doesn’t care but they do.  It is not easy for the Council.  Klein said that if worked out 
there needs to be consideration for those in flood plain.  If one business goes in the Northland, 
would the owners want to be annexed and spread out taxes over five years.  Has lost business 
because of the way he voted.  Wants it to be a benefit to everyone.  Motion made by Kaempfe, 
seconded by McGee to table until May 8 at 6:00 p.m. for further discussion with potential for 
action June 12.  Yeas:  All.   
 
 APPROVE ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTY EAST OF ROHRER HEIGHTS 
SUBDIVISION FROM R-1 TO R-3.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing April 9 
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and voted to approve the re-zoning for the development of Woodland Hills Estates.  Motion 
made by Walmann, seconded by Hunter to approve Ordinance No. 3638.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 APPROVE ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTY NORTH OF 1618 PARKER 
FROM R-1 TO R-3.  The Planning Commission held a public hearing April 9 and voted to 
approve the re-zoning for the development of Woodland Hills Estates.  Motion made by Hunter, 
seconded by LaDuex to approve Ordinance No. 3639.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR KDOT TRANSPORTATION PLAN.         
Motion made by LaDuex, seconded by McGee that Mayor Phil Dudley, President Ted Hunter, 
and City Manager Glendening represent the City’s delegation.  Yeas:  All. 
 
 CONSIDER CONTRACT TO EMPLOY BG CONSULTANTS, INC. AS CITY 
ENGINEER.  City Manager Glendening said it would give the City a discount on future projects.  
Motion made by Klein, seconded by Maichel to employ BG Consultants, Inc. as city engineer.  
Yeas:  All. 
 
 NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE PRESENTATION.  
Committee member and facilitator Doug Walker presented the Committee’s report to the 
Council.  They identified three problem areas:  housing; nuisance regulations; and sidewalks, 
curbs and guttering.  There were questions about the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan as to 
whether it was meeting its objectives and if the program needed to be changed or eliminated.  To 
improve curb appeal or first impressions the Committee identified areas that needed attention.  
They were tree trimming; mowing weeds and grass; mow entrance on Main Street; curb, gutters 
and sidewalks; trash and large items around property and on porches; and abandoned or disabled 
vehicles and yard parking.  Various studies have recommended most of their identified areas and 
the Council has taken positive steps in addressing zoning and nuisance problems.  Their 
recommendation was to take the next step in realizing long-term neighborhood and community 
improvement.  Some of the recommendations included ideas for improving housing stock, a full 
time nuisance officer, better coordination among City departments on code enforcement issues, 
more communication between the City and alleged violators, and authorize the Committee to 
continue for another year.  The Committee realizes there is no quick fix and the solutions will 
take time with consistent and persistent attention.  Consensus was for the Committee to continue. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION.  Motion made by Maichel, seconded by Hunter at 9:00 p.m. to 
recess into executive session for consultation with City Attorney which would be deemed 
privileged in the attorney-client relationship for a period of 20 minutes.  The City Manager and 
City Attorney were present.  Meeting reconvened at 9:20 p.m.  Motion made by Kaempfe, 
seconded by Hunter at 9:21 p.m. to recess into executive session for consultation with City 
Attorney which would be deemed privileged in the attorney-client relationship for a period of 5 
minutes.  Yeas:  All.  Meeting reconvened at 9:26 p.m.  No action taken. 

   
Motion made by Hunter, seconded by Dalton to adjourn.  Yeas:  All.       
 
 

     __________________________________ 
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      Ann Elmquist, City Clerk 


